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FRAMCIS d.CAFFEV

Men and Methods
by Which . the
Schemes of the
Teuton Plotters
Against America
Have Been Frus-
trated

By RALPH P. TAYLOR.

tt "-- ERMANY'S first line of at--I
tack."

So may bo characterized
the forces of secret agents in all walks
of Ufa through which the Teutons have
attempted since the eventful month of
April last to damage American trans-
ports and supply ships; to flre and de-

stroy storehouses and plants'' for the
manufacture of war material: to sow
far and widest he seeds of sedition; to

wreck, ruin and pollute.
The trail of these forces may be Been

In the charred ruins of several large
plants where supplies for our troops
abroad were formerly stored, and their
touch may bo observed In much agita-
tion, socialistic and anarchistic, from
the deliberate manufacture of Inferior
products by Teutons employed In fac-
tories engaged in Government work to
the placing of incendiary bombs where
they might start unquenchable con-
flagrations, (Jerman activities have
during the past few months run the
gamut of treachery.

Hut other forces are also at. work,
and thanks to them most of the Teu-
ton plans have been punctured before
they could do much harm. The dam-ns- o

wrought by plotters In the vital
parts of troop ships has In every In-

stance been discovered and remedied
before trouble could result. Their
various propaganda schemes havo been
crushed as rapidly as they have ap-

peared. The widespread reign of terror
which Teuton agents had planned to
lnunch in this country upon Its en-

trance Into the world conflict has
failed.

merlca' First Defence Line.
The men who have frustrated tho

boldest schemes of the Teutons and
who are at present keeping the Ger-
man epy yatem under control may be

ail (l America's first line of defence,
and tho purpose of this article is to
deal with these men and to present to
the public a few circumstances here-'ofo- re

unpublished Illustrative of the
Ulirleticy of the guardians of democ-
racy

fertaln of the matters herein re- -

''rrea to occurred during the early
lays of the war and were then guarded

a Government secrets. Other details
havo been suppressed for. reasons
known to high Federal officials. Tho
occasion for the secrecy which en-

shrouded those matters having ceased
to exln, they are now published with
the approval of the local representat-
ives ot the Government.

To appreciate he measures being
taken for his protection the citizen
should know something of .the various
holiM engaged In thls'defenslve work
anil their methods of cooperation. As
tno work of combating tho Internal
(ierrmin menace" becomes better ays
tematlzed there are naturally many
changes In tho governmental depart
ments, and at the present time proC'
tieally cverj" ono of these bodies has
Ion Its former Identity

Secondary only to tho office of tho
Attornoy-aener- In Washington, D.
f ., Is that of the United Htates Attor
tify for tho Southern District of Now

ountles stretching from tho Uattery
'0 Albany and on cither side of tho
Hudson Itlver. To his office there
dally come throngs of persons to re-
port matters arousing suspicions.
There also come German suspects In
hnniJcuffH. Through that office prac-tlrall- y

every order for a Teuton
must pass at some time bo-fo- i"

It Is put Into effect.
l'ranels G. Caffey assumed charge of

department last Juno when tho
hostllo alien situation was new and

h causing (hn offlrlalB much per-
plexity Ho waH oblige to meet a
' l.i" vwivii of work growlrg out of Hie
U'Tiu.ui problem, and by Judlciouu
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BLAZE IN SHIP PLANT
SWEEPS 6 BUILDINGS;

LOSS PUT AT $500,000
Enemy Plot Suspected in

Fire at E. TV. Morse Dry
Dock in Brooklyn.

SOLDIERS TAKE CHARGE

Ono foreigner Arrested and
All 1,600 Hen on Night

Shift Detained.

3CAOBH7E SHOP BVBNED

Otlfer ImportABf. Stnetnret on
Frrt Block of Waterfront
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handling of his office forces he
been able to carry out his task.

Mr. Caffey has depended very
largely upon John C. Knox, Harold A.
Content and other assistant prosecu- -

tors who since 1915 have hod occasion
to familiarize themselves with German
secret operations In this country. Mr.
Knox, as head of the criminal depart-
ment of tho United States Attorney's
office, occupies the post formerly held
by Roger B. Wood, and on his shoul
ders the responsibility for tno enforce-
ment of the President's alien enemy
regulations largely falls.

Ho personally may order the arrest
of a suspect, or. If satisfied that a
Teuton prisoner will do no harm, may
under many circumstances authorize
his release. He Is the interrogator of
the plotters, and big, blue eyed men
may be seen entering or leaving nis
office any morning or afternoon In tho
custody of officers.

The apprehension or suspects is me
work of tho Department of Justice, the
secret porvlce the force of tho United
States Marshal, the intelligence bu-

reaus of the army and of the navy, or
tho police, i The asBlstanco gl-e- n by
the do ce to tho Federal aumonues
since the commencement of the war is
highly praised by Mr. Knox. To Com
missioner Arthur Woods ana to in-

spector Thomas Tunncy, tho prosecu
tor declares, much credit is due. far-tlcular- ly

In the case of the ship bomb
plotters with which the public is fa-

miliar, New York's , policemen have
shown themselves capable of matching
wits with the best German agents.

Tho local bureau of Investigation or
tho Department of Justice, under Su-

perintendent William M. OfTley, has
been transformed from a white slavo
hunting organization Into one of the
best governmental weapons for the
suppression of the Teuton plotter, me
secret service, with Chief William J.
Flynn and his assistants, John J.
Henry and Frank Burke, now deals
with spies where It formerly concerned
Itself only with counterfeiters. Thomas
D. McCarthy, United States Marshal,
whose duties In peace tlires were sim-

ilar to those of a sheriff, has become
n. nnwer that may seize Gernin steam- -

ihlD offices "and suspected pape.-s-, break
up scdltloua meetings. Keep iuionu
from barred areas on the waten"ont,
calling upon tho police or the armj If
necessary for aid. (.

Secret Aid br Cltliens.
The location of the offices of the

Navy Intelligence Uurcau has never
been published; neither has the name
of the efficient naval officer at its head

York, with Jurisdiction over eloven wno wthln the last few months has

this

directed the seizure or sucn leuion
agents as Fritz Kuhn, the millionaire
propagandist, and George von Beebeck,
son of the well known German Gen-

eral of tho same name. It was this
man also who directed the raid a shnrl
whllo ago whfbh netted more than
ninety Germans who hail been work-

ing In a Hrooklyn plant for tho mnk-In- r

of war material.
In addition to those various forces

and supplementing their work by in-

vestigating matters for which they
have been unub'.o to find time, the Gov
ernment lias had for many month!
pabt the liolp of largo organization

.! ...
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the existence of which has been bareij
known to Its citizens.

This body, tho American Protective
League, Is composed of bankers,
brokers?, lawyers and men of various
other professions. Its members are per-

sons of position and character. A list
of them, If it were published, would
reveal the names of many of the
wealthiest and most prominent men in
tho natfon. Yet in order best to serve
the purposes for which the organiza-
tion was, formed the Identity of its
members mu.it be kept secret.

The American Protective League has
a central organization with branches
In every large city In tho United
States. In New York at the present
time It has about twenty-flv- e hundred
members.

Tho system adopted by the organiza-
tion Is very thorough and efficient.
Its members have divided Greater New
York Into six zones, in each of which
they have a captain and two lieuten
ants. Each member Is subject to com-

mand by his zone officers and may be
called upon by them ot any hour of
the day or night for any patriotic ser-
vice. The officers know where they
may reach their men by telephone.

Recently when the Department of
Justice desired the assistance of
twenty-fiv- e men In a work of special
Importance tho organization was
called upon. Tho captain of the par-
ticular zone In which tho work wns
to be attended to was notified, and al-

though It was late at night he was
able to furnish the men required
within half an hour.

On another occasion the captain of
one of these zones desired to raise $7f0
to meet certain expenses. He picked
up his telephone and within a few
minutes had received pledges for the
full amount.

German Plotters Exposed.
Excepting for the clerical force that

Is needed to assist In the tasks of the
organization no one connected with
the American Protective League re-

ceives any financial compensation for
his services. Rentals, salaries of
clerks and stenographers and Inci-

dentals are all paid out of sums raided
y voluntary contribution. Each mem

ber pays out of his own pocket the
Incurred In such work as he

may t e assigned to.
Thro'igh this league enormous quan-

tities ot work are lifted out of the
hands of ho Department of Justice
and other Vndles. Thousands of com-
plaints and accusations have been
turned over to it by Federal officials.
These have boxn distributed among
tho various zone aptains and Invest!
gated without an cost whatever to
tko Government. Tt iy have then been
reported upon by tin organization to
tho Department of Justice or what- -
over. body may have Dee, interested.

Wherever the report 1 ,1 warranted
It tho Federal officials have taken ac
tlon. Then In tho court pi'iceedlngs
following no mention has be.n mada
of tho American Protective Leil.'ue or
of tho member to whose crrorti.tln'
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ASSISTANT U.S.ATTORNEY
JOHN C. KNOX

proceedings may bo due. In this way
iruuiUKT Cliizcua ui iui
directly caused tho arrest of German
agents without the fact becoming
known to the public.

Membership In the American Pro-
tective League absolves a man from
no other obligation. It may not be
cited as a reason for exemption from
military service. A man can only ou
ter this organization upon tho voucher
of one of Its members and after he
has been raado tho subject ot a very
thorough examination by a special
committee. His past hlstoiy must be
known and his loyalty mlrst be un-

impeachable.
Those who have carefully followed

the news columns know how the Gov-

ernment has within tho last few
months stocked tho Internment sta-
tions on Ellis Island, at Fort Ogle
thorpe, Ga and elsewhere with every
typo and variety of Teuton plottr
and suspect from the largest to the
smallest. They know how Karl Iley-ne- n.

Ambassador von Bcrnstorff's
friend and one of the richest Teutons
In this country, was seized because of
his activities in secret propaganda
work; of tho arrest ot Rudolf Hecht,
one of the financial representatives of
tho German Empire in this country,
how Karl Neumond was taken from
tho Plaza Hotel to Ellis Island; of
other seizures too numerous for men
tion.

Dehind each of these seizures was a
great amount of laborious work by
Federal officers. The man was often
shadowed for many weeks. His friends
were noted and Investigated. If pos
sible dictographs were placed in his
offico and home.

Teuton Secrets Revealed.
When the evidence against the sus

pect had been gathered a request was
made of Attorney-Gener- al Gregory for
leave to intern him, and upon reply
from Washington authorizing sucn
procoduro he was arrested.

Usually the suspect was brought be-

fore Mr, Knox for questioning. Then
while he was endeavoring to explain
his doings the auspoct's belongings
wero being subjected to a thorough
Investigation by officers.

In this Investigation nothing Is neg-

lected. Carpets are ripped up and up-

holstery opened, for sofa, chair or
lounge may contain documents of In-

ternational importance. Furniture Is
sounded and searched for hidden

Even the suspect' cloth
ing, from his hats to his bhoea, comes

under tho careful scrutiny, and every
lining that may conceal a letter or
memorandum is slashed open.

In arresting one of tho most promi-
nent .Germans seized since tho out-
break of tho war the Government op-

eratives discovered a good example of
tho cunning which the plotter will ex-

ert to conceal his hostile connections.
In the presence of this Teuton the

officers proceeded to search his prem
ises. Ho told them that ho welcomed
such aii Investigation, which he wns
certain would vlndlcato him. and ho
walked from room to room with them
watching their futile efforts with In-

terest.
Suddenly his smile faded. In a win-

dow surrounded with flowers thero
hung un elaborate bird cage In which
Muttered a canary. A secret s'ervlco
otltcer reached Into the cage and lifted
up tho bottom, which was detachable
for convenience In cleaning. Under It
carefully spread out were id number of
typewritten sheets of very thin paper
containing memoranda for use by tho
(Jerman agents who were left here by
Ambassador von Bernstorff when that
official was recalled to his fatherland.

A further search of the man's pan-
try revealed moro Important data hid-

den beneath the linoleum and under a
heavy Ice chest.

Why They Pleaded OnlltT- -

Just such n search was made early
this year of the effects of George
Born, who Is now confined at Fort
Oglethorpe, with the result that Gov
ernment agents discovered that he had
acted as personal spy for Captolns
von Papen and Boy-E- d. respectively
the Military Attache and the Naval
Attache of the German Embassy. For
theso men, who for more than a year
cracked the whip over all of the
Kaiser's spies In this country, Born
hod gone to England. f

Tho papers found hidden In his
abode revealed not only these facts.
They also showed him to bo an officer
of the Uhlans. They showed that he
had made his escapo from England
and a British filing squad by falsely
representing himself to an American
Consul as a native citizen of this
country.

A good example of the efficiency of
tho American secret operatives may
tie seen In an Incident connected with
the case of Albert O. Sander and Karl
N, Wunnenberg, confessed spies. AI

though this occurrence was of the lit
most Importance In'forclng thepe men
to plead guilty It was kept a secret

PIECED TOGETHER AGAIN

Yjntiel Thoroughly Overhauled
After Ills Arrest and Even

the Cargo Shifteft

WilHsm J Flmn. !' t tl stertt
wrvlcfk tui In hta emtofr eitn.

Gtrtnan tpy. wtiow found

rented sttray In the crow put of
a Unitwl State trnjor(j. with, hundred!
of UnitM State otdlew-atxu- rd. Tne
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jy the Federal officials at that time
because of the attitude with which
certain officials In Washington then
regarded the publication of details of
Teuton activities.

Tlu- - arrest of Sander and Wunnen-
berg nt their Nassau street office
whence they had been directing a sys-te-

of espionage against the British
Empire had caused a great stir. From
Scotland Yard came accounts of the
seizure of their aids who had been
transmitting to the German Emplro
Information of military importance.

But Sander and Wunnenberg knew
their well to give whereupon the visitor asked he
tho United States 11 vigorous legal
battle. They would Invoke the Con-

stitution which they had spat upon
and would Uiilld a tissue of sophistry
with which they might fool an Amer-
ican Jury ns Capt. Hans Tnuscher,
husband of Mine. Gadskl, had done.

That they had font men abroad was
Indisputable, so they admitted It. But
they denied that these men wero to
nend matter to Germany. They were
merely to obtain war nevyi for them,
incy ueciareu. 1 nese men were
correspondents nnd Sander was to
havo syndicated their productv accord-
ing to his story. For a short whllo
Fetleral officials had apprehensions.
for they knew what strange things
Juries do at times, nnd they feared
lr.t this Tcutonlo scheme ehould tri-

umph. One night, however, tho situ
ation changed and tho doom of the I

spies was sealed.

The Telltnln Letter.
Among Sander's friends was a Ger

man named Belmers who was working
ns a waiter In an hotel. Ono
Sunday In a letter addressed to a rela
tive ho described tho whole schemo In
which the two spies were Involved.

Ho told of their schemes for obtain
ing news of tho location of British air
craft stations for tho benefit of Zep
pelin commanders nnd of ship sailings
for the edification of the commanders
of German submarine fleet. Ho
told of their invisible Inks and their
scheme of having their agents carry
them concealed in socks.

In order to Insure proper delivery
of the letter he placed a special de
livery stamp upon It and mailed It.

An hour or so later this letter lay
on a table in tne apartment or .Mr.
Knox. The prosecutor had been
aroused from bed by agents of the
Department of Justice he con-

ferred with them In bath robe and
slippers. An accurate translation was
made of the lotter, after which Mr.
Knox ordered Relmors's arrest.

ercanlud

uptown

At 6 o'clock In the morning when
Federal officers placed this Teuton un-

der arrest at the breakfast table he
was unablo to understand how they
had been able to seize him so quickly.

"I've certainly got to hand It to the
Americans," he Bald.

The letter shown to Sander and
Wunnenberg In Mr. Knox's olllce
caused their proposed defence to col-

lapse. Both quickly agreed to plead
guilty, and shortly thereafter were
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sentenced to serve two years each in
tho Atlanta Federal penitentiary.

In tho days Immediately following
Vrt Kra'ilr with tho flermnn f5nvrn- -

ment the homo one the I made tho slightest sincere effort to
Federal ollic a s this ! nave nimseu naiur.mzcci. nu;ii ,jeu,ue

cltv was Invaded by a Teuton by
means of tho roof scuttle.

Tho official's wlfo atid a maid hap-
pened to be alone in tho apartment
when ft tall man ot (Jerman appear-
ance presented himself at the door and
said that he had been sent for ponio
papers. Tho wife said that she know-nothin-

about her husband's affairs,
roles and prepared that

the

and

be permitted to enter nnd look Into her
husband's desk.

Instead of permitting this the wife
called her husband on the telephone
and asked him what papers he had
sent for. He asked for an explanation,
and when It was given advised his
wlfo to arm herself while he communi-
cated with the police.

By the tlmo this telephone conversa-
tion had bedjp concluded tho Invader
had become alarmed and made his es-
cape. Police arriving on the sceno a
few minutes later questioned tho ele-
vator and telephone operators In the
lowor hall of the house and wero In
formed that no one had gono up stairs j

for more than an hour. They then ex- -
mined tho doorway connecting tho
upper hallway with the roof and found
that It had been forced. i

Perhaps the mental operations of1
tho German propagandist are best
shown by a letter In Mr. Knox's flics.
Tho missive was found among the ef-

fects of a notorious plotter arrested
hero last summer, and Its writer, n
German who had become financially
successful under the protection ot
American laws, was promptly arrested.

"I am posted about everything,"
wroto this Teuton business man to
Ills f lend the spy, "and I regret nil
tho more that you nnd my close com-
patriot have Jumped from tho rain Into
tho trough." This last expression Is
the German equivalent of the English
"From tho frying pan Into the tire,"
nnd tho writer used it In alluding to
blunders that local plotters had made.

The German Point of View.
"Remember," ho continued, "proudly

waves the flag, black, white and red,
and woe to tho enemy who threatens
It! What does It matter to us? To
hell with the Yankee rabble! Do the
cowardly dogs think they can lift their
hands against our great, hard strug
gltng fatherland In Its sorest hour
need! Let us now therefore enduro
theso humiliations silently, with
gnashing teeth, for our hour will yet
come. Just we, wo the younger
generation will remombor tho star and
spangled, banana (so spelled In tho
original) people too. Hoch the Kai-
ser and the empire!"

When seized tho writer said: "Why
should the Government bother about
what I writo my friends? I don't soo

that it concerns anybody."
Ono of this Teuton's friends entered

Mr. Knox's office a few days after hli
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OF THE SECRET SERVKt

iUnpubhsned Facts
About a Secret
Organization of
Citizens Coope-
rating in Work
With Federal and
State Officials

arrest and said almost peremptorily:
"Let dot feller go; he's all right."
"A man who would express such

sentiments In a letter is a menace to
tho community," Mr. Knox sold.

"Oh, he wouldn't no do harm, the
Teuton visitor Bald. "I vouch for him."

"And who ore you that wo should
accept your voucher?" Mr. Knox
asked.

Whereupon his German visitor said:
"Veil, I got my first papers."

Such pleas as this, according to Mr.
Knox, are quite frequent. Many Ger-
mans appear to bo of tho impression
that by filing application for citizen-
ship they havo conferred a distinct
honor upon the Government, for which
It should be forever grateful.

"Perhaps tho most contemptible
type of alien enemy," Mr. Knox says.
"Is the man who has dwelt heio for
many years, having his children edu-

cated at tho expent-- e of tho people of
this country nnd enjoying all of the
fruits of liberty and Is still loyal nt
heart to his fatherland and has not

of ot most
nrnmlnont In

of

of

appear before mo dally, seeKUig spe
cial favors upon the ground that they
have lived hero for forty years or
more, taking all that we had to offer
and giving nothing In return.

"The war Is revealing much hy-

pocrisy, und I hope that when It Ii
over the people will havo learned a
few lessons regarding this type of
foreigner."

Stories to the effect that German
residents have been of great assistance
to the Government aro wholly dis-

credited by tho highest officials.

Von Bernstorff'a Plot Failed.
When this nation cast Its lot with

the Entente Allies Federal agents had
In their possession completo records of
the German Government funds on de-

posit In this country. Tho Von Igr.l
papers, tho contents of which wero
partly made publio by tho Department
of State a short while ago, revealed

I many of tho inner secrets of tho
Teuton Intelligence system,

It was apparent that Germany had
this country sprinkled well with her
agents, and with many military and
naval reservists working throughout
tho length and breadth of tho land it
was thought In German circles that a
thunderbolt could lie delivered ns soon
as tho signal was given by ono of the
Kaiser's servants. The plotters were
here nnd ready for sorvico of their
master.

But ero citizen had finished read
ing tho published text of the Presi
dent's proclamation of war the work
of crushing tho German plotters bad
begun, and the first night of strife .
found Paul Koenlg, chief of tho secret
police of tho Hamburg-America- n Line,
and other leaders of the Feerot Teuton
army caged on tho seventh tier of the
Tombs awaiting Internment.

This vigorous campaign, which has
caued the leaders to be penned up In

Internment ramps, officials believe,
has.broken tho backbone of the Ger-
man spy system.

There are no more Von TgeN, Von
Papons or Boy-Ed- s. Thorn nro plot-

ters who gather in the privacy of their
apartments or their cafes and conspire
to damage this or that, to destroy by
any means In their power, to obtain
anil transmit Information, to engage In
pence propaganda or to sow discord
among their nation s enemim in y- -

rlous ways. There are clever nnd In-

genious plots, anil much evldcnco has
been gathered Indicating thut there Is
organization among tho conspirators
and method in tlielr mnclilnntlon-- .
Their monaco cannot bo underesti-
mated.

Hut the old network woven by Vim
BernstorlT's aids, the forco with which
tho German War OHIco hoped to strlk
America In tho back when it should
rle to assert Its rights; thut force, ii
tho belief of tho highest Government
agents, is no more.
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